
19th century Italian rectangular gold box by Giovanni Bellezza, Milan c.1840, the cover
featuring a central medallion decorated in high relief with a Medieval figural scene depicting a

man and woman seated and surrounded by advisors,
the scene flanked by two profile portraits facing inward, all within a lozenge, the spandrels with trophies
for writing, painting, exploration or conquest and architecture, to the base the Boar, symbol of Florence,

signed to the front rim 'Bellezza Gio Milanese fece 1840'

Giovanni Bellezza (1807-1876) was an Italian sculptor. He was primarily a sculptor of bronzes and an
engraver. 

He was commissioned in 1842 by the City of Milan to create the items commemorating citizenship
offered to Vittorio Emanuele II at the wedding celebrated with Maria Adelaide of Habsburg-Lorraine. In
1854 he engraved the paliotto in Milan Cathedral, in the chapel of the Madonna of the Tree. In 1856 he
was commissioned by Emperor Franz Joseph of Austria to recreate two reliquaries in gold, based on
sixteenth century works originally by Nicola da Milano to a design by Benvenuto Cellini which had been
stolen in 1848 and melted down by Austrian troops. These relics are now preserved in the Basilica of

Sant'Andrea, Mantua. For the 1800 anniversary of the martyrdom of St. Peter, he created a chalice with
detail on the foot with the Sacrifice of Abraham.

Bellezza was buried in the Monumental Cemetery of Milan; his marble bust was placed in the upper
gallery of the Brera Academy.

Length 9.6cm / 3¾''

Width 6.5cm2 9/16''

Depth 2.5cm / 1''
Weight: 227g

 


